
Lori Anderson <loria@klickitatcounty.org>

Fwd: Here’s what an industry group thinks
Scott Edelman <sedelman@klickitatcounty.org> Thu, Sep 4, 2025 at 9:19 PM
To: Lori Anderson <loria@klickitatcounty.org>, Evan Evangelopoulos <evan.evangelopoulos@klickitatcounty.org>, Rachel
Fahlenkamp <rachel.fahlenkamp@klickitatcounty.org>, Rebecca Hail <rebeccaha@klickitatcounty.org>, Debra Almsted
<debia@klickitatcounty.org>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rodger Nichols <footydad55@yahoo.com>
Date: Thu, Sep 4, 2025 at 1:00 PM
Subject: Here’s what an industry group thinks
To: Scott Edelman <sedelman@klickitatcounty.org>

Hope this is interesting.

Rodger

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/klickitat-county-washington-
proposes-4605372/

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

9/5/25, 10:48 AM Klickitat County Mail - Fwd: Here’s what an industry group thinks

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=a3edd3d103&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1842396268875057243&simpl=msg-f:1842396268875057243 1/1

mailto:footydad55@yahoo.com
mailto:sedelman@klickitatcounty.org
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/klickitat-county-washington-proposes-4605372/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/klickitat-county-washington-proposes-4605372/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/klickitat-county-washington-proposes-4605372/
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_


September 4, 2025

Klickitat County, Washington Proposes New Ordinance
Severely Restricting Solar and Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) Development
Timothy McMahan, Ariel Stavitsky

Stoel Rives - Renewable + Law

+ Follow Contact

Klickitat County, Washington has proposed a new land use ordinance that, if passed,

would impose sweeping restrictions on nearly all solar and battery energy storage

system (BESS) development in the county. The ordinance, currently under review by

the Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners, would apply to all utility-scale

solar and BESS projects, including both stand-alone and co-located BESS facilities. A

copy of the proposed ordinance is available here.

If adopted in its current state, the ordinance would introduce unprecedented and

highly burdensome development standards and application requirements, including:

Extensive setbacks that significantly reduce viable siting options;

Mandatory agrivoltaics integration, regardless of feasibility or site suitability; and

Complex and costly application requirements that far exceed those of other

counties across the Pacific Northwest and even the Washington Energy Facility

Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC).

Accordingly, the ordinance’s scope and severity would likely functionally ban local

permitting of utility-scale solar and BESS development in Klickitat County. Instead,

developers would have little choice but to pursue permitting through EFSEC, a processPrivacy  - Terms
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Klickitat County, Washington Proposes New Ordinance Severely Restricting Solar and Battery

Energy Storage System (BESS) Development

New Oregon Land Conservation and Development Commission Rules Create New Local Permitting

Pathways for Mid-Sized Solar Development in Eastern Oregon

that is substantially more time-consuming and expensive than usual local permitting

processes. Moreover, it could set dangerous precedent for other jurisdictions in

Washington and beyond considering similar restrictions.

The County is slated to fast track the ordinance and will next consider the proposal at a

public hearing on September 15, 2025. Developers seeking to comment and request

changes to the proposed ordinance will want to quickly mobilize and engage.
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