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CRIMINAL JUSTICE SALES TAX

Quick Summary

•	 Sales tax of 0.1% – revenues are restricted and must be used for criminal justice.

•	 May be imposed by any county.

•	 Revenue shared with cities.

•	 Does not require voter approval.

RCW: 82.14.340

Any county may impose a 0.1% sales tax for criminal justice purposes (RCW 82.14.340), and most counties 
currently do so. This sales tax may only be imposed by the county, but the county must share its revenues with 
all cities and towns in the county.

This sales tax is imposed legislatively by ordinance or resolution and does not require voter approval. However, 
it is subject to possible referendum under RCW 82.14.340 and RCW 82.14.036, even if your county is a non-
charter county and does not otherwise have powers of initiative and referendum.

Use of Revenues

The statute defines “criminal justice purposes” as:

[A]ctivities that substantially assist the criminal justice system, which may include circumstances where 
ancillary benefit to the civil justice system occurs, and which includes domestic violence services such 
as those provided by domestic violence programs, community advocates, and legal advocates, as 
defined in RCW 70.123.020.

Revenue Sharing
10% of the revenues are distributed to the county, while the remaining 90% is split between the county and its 
cities on a per capita (population) basis. The county’s per capita share is based on unincorporated population.

See the example on the next page. In addition, the Department of Revenue retains 1% as an administrative fee.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.14.340
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.14.340
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.14.340
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=82.14.036
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.123.020http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.123.020
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Example of Revenue-Sharing for County Criminal Justice Sales Tax

Total sales tax revenues $1,000,000

County receives 10% $100,000

Remainder for distribution $900,000

Jurisdiction Population Percent of Countywide 
Population

Remaining Revenues Distributed 
(% population x $900,000)

City A 3,500 5% $45,000

City B 21,000 30% $270,000

City C 7,000 10% $90,000

Unincorporated county 38,500 55% $495,000

TOTAL 70,000 100% $900,000

County receives a grand total of: $595,000 ($100,000 plus $495,000)
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